358                 Japan in World Politics

parts of the Empire with common economic interests,
Whether that can be done without causing hardship to some
of the constituent parts, and without raising the opposition
and hatred of the other countries of the world, and thus
causing their foreign trade to be lost to Britain, is a question
which must be very carefully considered. We have seen
what Japan is doing in the matter, and probably our states-
men may get a few lessons from her example. It cannot be
doubted that unlimited " cosmopolitan competition allows
each country to exert a deleterious influence on its neigh-
bours ; the strong to depress the weak, and the poor to drag
down others to their own level," and that, therefore, " it is the
task of Imperial administration to endeavour to give fair
play to all these various elements, so that the best elements
of each race may be brought into play."* The commercial
intercourse of the countries of Asia with those of the West
or with peoples of Western origin (as in Australia) is compli-
cated by the racial question and all the economic problems
connected with it. Ardent free-traders should therefore
recognise that tariff arrangements may be necessary, not only
on account of the economic conditions of the countries con-
cerned, but also as a check to the competition of races with
a lower standard of life, not only material but also moral.
The latter does not depend entirely or even chiefly on cheap
production. We have made a fetish of trade and overlooked
the fact that it is not an end in itself but only a means to an
end, namely, a high standard of national life, which neces-
sarily involves a high standard of individual life in all its
aspects. This, indeed, is the chief end of man, and should
be the supreme object of all his efforts,

There are other aspects of some general questions which
seem to require a short notice before entering on the con-
siderations of those of a more special nature,
. Political philosophers in many ages have specu-
lated on the possibility of an organisation among
nations for the preservation of peace and the advancement of

1 Cunningham, Free Trade Movement^ p. 163,